* — rn > ers — ꝗGũ— > 0D —ñ—ñ—ĩ—ÿ—— ———ß— —— — — * — — 


FU * 1 


1. E. Ly T E. R 


Concerning the 


Neceſſity of LEARNING 


FOR THE 


PRIESTHOOD: 


In which there is an ENQUIRY 
made into that particular Qualifi- 


cation for it, in the different Ages 
5 and Nations of the * 


MK. : _—_— 


_ 
Ee er, 


* 0 


” The Prief s Lijs ſhould 4 n * they 
ſhould ſeek the Law at his Mouth; for he is the 
Me eager of the Lord of Hops. 


Malachi, Chap II. v. 7. 


e by A * 
** —_— 


DUBLIN: 


Printed for 'Trowmas THORNTON, Bookſeller, en 
3  College-Green, MITT ha 


NN 


VICE) «ua BB HANDY e | 


CCM XV * IV N Nv wil 4 


— — 


N Dre 


| 5 concerning he e 


Neceſſity of LEARNING, G. 


SIX. 


r Aux ſorry to find, that a Gentleman of your 
good Underſtanding, ſhou'd think ſo meanly 
of the ſacerdotal Function, as to ſuppoſe Learn- 
ing a Qualification no Way neceſſary for it: 1 
| 4 OWn, indeed, that Perſons have ſometimes crept 
into Holy Orders, who were, in that Particular, very 
_ deficient, notwithſtanding the great Caution general- 
ly uſed, and the Directions of our Church to pre- 
'vent it; yet I wou'd not have you from hence inter, 
that an Epiſcopal Ordination is of ſo ſuperficial a a 
Nature, that any little Pretender to Learning may 
- undergo it, becauſe one or two of them have; and 
e 3h I cannot, by any Means, think it adviſe- 


4 
able,-that you ſhou'd uſe your Intereſt in applying 
to have the Perſon you mention ordained; {ceing, 
as you ſay, he has had no other Education than what 


* ® * 


2 Country School cou'd afford, 


Fon I do not find, that there is any Scarcity of 
Clergymen, but rather the Reyerſe; and I am per- 
ſuaded, that our pious and learned Rulers of the 
Church, will diſcountenance a Practice, which evi- 


dently tends to the Diſhonour of the Clergy, the 


Diſcouragement of Learning, and the Prejudice of 
our Univerſity ; for humane Nature will always car- | 
ry Men the quickeſt and eaſieſt Way to work, and 
few Perſons will willingly take the tedious and diffi- 
cult Road of an Univerfity Education, unleſs they 
think it abſolutely requiſite for the accompliſhing 
their Deſigns, and gaining their Ends, 


Ap as I cannot but think it very criminal in any 
| Perſon, to endeavour to thruſt himſelf into Chriſt's 

Vineyard, without a regular Call, or proper Qualifi- 
cations ; ſo I doubt not but whoever after that Man- 
ner attempts it, will find it a more difficult Task 
n,, Ec 7 


Fox I cap, from my own Experience, ſay, that! 


know ſome of our Prelates, (and particularly one, 


whoſe extraordinary Virtues add a Luſtre to his high 
Station and great Learning) who have refuſed or- 
daining Gentlemen, of whoſe approved Learning and 
Virtue they have had the concurrent Teſtimony of 


the chief Governors of our Univerſity, rather than 


| admit any Perſons into the Church, before there was 
2 Vacancy tor them; for which, as there is an ex- 


- pres - 


(5) 
preſs Canon, ſo no Law cou'd be more prudent and 
neceſlary, fince Poverty and Idleneſs are very power- 
ful Temptations to Vice; and how much that is the 
Caſt of thoſe ignorant Perſons, who are driven by 
Want into the Church, and yet cannot get Bread in 
it, tho' they bring Contempt upon it, I leave thoſe 

to tell who are fond, upon all Occaſions, to aſperſe 
and revile the Clergy : And if Perſons of an eſta- 
bliſhed Character, after they have gone thro' all the 
Parts and Degrees of an Univerſity Education, at a 
great Expence of 'Time and I cannot be diſ- 
penſed with in this Particular, ſhall every little Pre- 
tender to Latin expect it? And ſhall Perſons whoſe 
low Station and mean Employment in Life, have de- 
prived them of all Opportunities of converſing either 
with Men of Letters, or Books, have greater Indul- 

ence ſhewn them, than ſuch as have ſpent many 
Years in gaining all the Improvement which both 
cou'd afford ? and ſhall the former, without Scruple, 


„ be admitted into holy Orders, and provided for, 


| Whilſt many of the latter are rejected 


Tunis, I am perſuaded, you yourſelf muſt think 
unreaſonable, of however little Importance you may 
ſuppoſe Learning to be to a Clergyman, in the Diſ- 
Charge of his Duty, tho', in Reality, he cannot have 
| a Qualification of a more extenſive and uſeful Nature; 
Learning being not only the moſt ſhining Ornament 
which he can have, that which gives a Luſtre to his 
Piety, recommends his good Example to others, en- 
dears his Perſon, and procures him the Eſteem of all 


who know him, but tis the very Baſis upon which 


the Succeſs of all his Labours in the Miniſtry de- 
ee ee 


(6) 

Adverſaries of our holy Faith and Church, whether 
Deift or Few, Papiſt or Diſſenter, and in any De- 

| gree to promote the Honour of God, and carry on 
the great Concerns of the Goſpel, 1 


Ap indeed the Primitive Chriſtians had ſo 
high a Notion of this particular Qualification for 
the Prieſthood, that many of the very beſt and 
moſt Learned amongſt them declined it, as think- 
ing themſelves not ſufficiently qualified for it, ſo 
that there was fometimes a kind of Holy Violence 
offered them,” and they were forced into Holy 
Orders. As Gregory Nazianzen was by his Father, 
a Biſhop, notwithſtanding his earneſt Entreaties to 
the contrary, and in his Apologetical Oration he 
tells us, that he Judged he had not that Sublimity 
of Virtue, nor that familiar Acquaintance with 
Divine Matters, which became the Paſtors and 
Teachers of Chriſt's Church, and tho' he had been 


dedicated to God from his Mother's Womb, and 


had delighted long in the Study of the Scriptures, | 
yet the Care and Government of Men's Souls, 
| ſeemed to him to require the higheſt Pitch of 
Knowledge and Wiſdom, as far above that Skill and 
Knowledge that is neceſſary to the curing Bodily 
Diſeaſes, as the Soul is ſuperior to the Body, and 
theſe he ſays were the Reaſons, that moved him 
to retire for ſo long a Time into a Wilderneſs, to 
qualifie himſelf rhe better by Study and Meditation 
„ . 


IMC r from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory bring many 
more Examples of Godly Perſons, whoſe Senti- 
ments in this Particular were the ſame with _ | 

)))) nprgrn or no Of” ng 


55 
but I think it not requiſite, 
ſince every Man of common Senſe muſt know that 


of this Holy Father, 


if the Ignorant inſtru& the Ignorant, or the Blind 
lead the Blind, they muſt both (as our Saviour 
tells us) fall into the Ditch. . | 


I nzxDnot tell you how long a Courſe of Study and 
Application is requiſite to make a Man skilful in 
the Law, and how exact a Phyſician muſt be in 
Anatomy, Simples and Pharmacy, in the Theory 
of Diſeaſes and the Obſervations and Counſels of 
Doctors before he can with Honour or a ſafe 
Conſcience undertake the Practice; ſhall then ſo 
much Study and Knowledge be required of thoſe 

to whom we intruſt our Lives or Fortunes? And 
| ſhall the Care of Men's Souls be thought of ſo 
little Moment, that no Regard ſhould be had to 
the Knowledge and Abilities of thoſe who under- 
take it? and ſhall any Perſon who can read the 
Word of God, be priviledged to preach and ex- 
plain it? Shall it not be counted a Degree of Pre- 

ſumption next to Madneſs in any Man, to undertake 
the Conduct of a Ship, wichout any Knowledge of 

Navigation? And muſt a Man ſerve a Seven 

Years Apprenticeſhip to the meaneſt Mechanic 
Trade, before he can be ſuppoſed to underſtand it, 
or is allowed the Priviledges of the Corporation he 
belongs to? And, ſhall to uſe the Words of a 
learned Biſhop *© the nobleſt and moſt Important 
© of all other Profeſſions, that which came from 
Heaven and leads to it again, ſhall that which 
God has honoured ſo highly, and to which Kings 
and Governments have given ſuch great Encou- 
_ © ragement, and noble Priviledges, be eſteemed fo ow 


— — . . 


(8) 

and infignificant a Thing, that a much leſs De- 
* pree of Time and Study ſhall be thought ſuffi- 
* cient to qualiſie a Perſon for it, than for the moſt 
« ſordid Trade whatſoever ? And ſhall any Perſon 
who is prompted by Whim or Want, or a Deſire 
of being in a more honourable and profitable Sta- 
tion, be irhmediately admitted into Holy Orders, 
whatſoever his former Station of Vocation in Life 
has been? this is ſurely making very light of that 
Sacred Function, to which the Holy Apoſtle Pa 
would have no Man ſuddenly admitted, and which 
in the Opinion of all who rightly underſtand the 
Importance of it, is not only more Honourable 
than any other, as the Soul is of greater Value 

than the Body, and our Eternal than our 'Temporal 
Happineſs, but much more difficult too, the Study 
of Divinity requiring a Knowledge of every Branch 
of polite and uſeful Learning, all the liberal Arts 
and Sciences being ſubſervient to it, and as it were 
Hand-Maids attending upon it, which is a Truth 
fo well known, that I think it needleſs to enter 
into a particular Proof of it, and whoever has been 
bred up for any Time in our Univerſity, cannot 
but be ſenſible what Care is there taken to Inſtruct 
young Men, in the Knowledge of the learned Lan- 
guages, Logick, Hiſtory, Morality, Mathemaricks, 
and natural Philoſophy, as knowing how uſeful and 

_ requiſite the Knowledge of theſe 5 ings is to the 
Study of Divinity. 5 e 


IsSnarII therefore only beg leave to obſerve 
'Two things unto you, of which you ſeem ſo much = 
to doubt. Firſt, that the Prieſthood, however 

meanly you may think of it, has been counted an 


5 
k nourable Employment by the People of all Na- | 
tions. | 5 Rog Wy 


. 
o 


In the early Ages of the World, the Prieſthood 
was the Prerogatiye of the firſt born of each Family, 
and ſometimes the ſame Perſons were Kings and 
Prieſts; ſuch was Anius, who, as Virgil tells us, * was 
King of Delos and Prieſt of Apollo, Rex Atiitts, rex 
Idem hominum Phebiq;ſacerdos; and of Rhamnes, 
he ſays, f Rex Idem, & Regi Turno pratiffimus 
Augur. In Homer's Works we find many Inſtan- 
ces of Kings performing the Prieſt's Office : Thus 
Ag amemnon offer'd Sacrifice at Aulis, upon underta- 
— the Trojan War; Achilles did the ſame upon 


performing the Funeral Rites of his Friend Pa- 


f formed the Office of a Prieſt in offering Sacrifices 


troclus; Peleus, Neftor, and others did the like 
upon other Occaſions; the ſame is evident from 
many Paſſages of holy Writ, Melchizedec was King 
of Salem, and Prieſt of the moſt high God; Jethro 
was Prieſt as well as King of Midian; and Job per- 
for his Children; Potipherah, whofe Daughter 3 
| ſeph married, is ſaid J to be Prieſt or Prince of O 
for their Prieſts were their Princes, and the fame 
Hebrew Word ſignifies both: 3 to this, 
Plutarch tells us, + that the Rings of Egypt 

were Prieſts very often; the Romans had their 
Rex Sacrificulus, and tho they wou'd not allow of 
Royalty in the State, yet they did in e for 

which Livy gives this * quod ques 


0- 
"PP 
4 


— 


am ſacrs 


( 10) 
ita inſtituta eſſent, ut neceſſe Eſſet ea per Regent 
obiri ; and Cicero, who was one of the Augurs, a 
particular Order of Prieſts, ſays of them, * Maximum 
autem & preftantiſſmum in republica jus eſt Augu- 
rum, & cum Auctoritate conjunctum, neq; vero hoc, 
quia ſum ipſe Augur ita ſentio, ſed quia fic Exiſti- 


mare nos eft neceſſe. 1 


Axp it was counted a ſingular Honour to any 


Family, that ſome of them had been Prieſts; thus 
 Aerippa boaſted to Caius Ceſar, that ſome of 
his Anceſtors had been admitted to the Prieſthood. 


Taxsxz few Inſtances may ſuffice, to ſhew that 
the greateſt Men of Antiquity did not think the 
Prieſthood beneath them; Eſau, in Scripture, is 
called prophane, becauſe he eſteemed it not, but 
ſold it to his Brother, tho it was his Birth-right and 
deculiar Privilege; and it was Part of Feroboams | 

Nickedneſs, that he made Prieſts of the meaneſt of |} 
the People. 1 K. Ch. xii. v. 31, * 


Ap tho' neither high Birth, nor Fortune, are 
neceſſary Qualifications for the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood, that alone being ſufficient to derive Ho- 
nour upon thoſe who cannot bring it along witng 
them; yet Perſons of the greateſt Rank and Fortune 
did not think it below them, even when there was 
nothing to be had by it in this Life, but Labour, 
Contempt and Perſecution: Thus Titus was the Son 
of Xanthus, King of Crete, or at leaſt of royal Pedi- 
- 8 TAY a © 


1 


= 


bo Lib. 2. de legibs 


(419 

gree, and Clemens Romanus was ſprung from the Fa- 
mily of the Ceſars. Dometius, Brother to the Em- 
peror Probus, and after him his two Sons Prabus and 
 Metrophanes, were ſucceſſively Biſhops of Con ſtan- 
 tinople, as Nicephorus tells us; ſo was Ne&arins, 
a Senator, and St. Chryſoſtom's Predeceſſor. Tha- 
laſſus diſdain d not to become Biſhop of Cæſarea, 
when he was a Senator, and Præfeſtus Pretorio of 

Ihricum, one of the higheſt Places both of Truſt 

and Honour in the Roman Empire; and St. Ambroſe, 
whole Father was Præfect of France, became Biſhop 
of Milan, when he was Governor of Liguria and 
A — POS" 


I hcov'p, were it requiſite, give many more In- 
ſtances of illuſtrious 8 A became Shepherds 
of Chriſt's Flock, not to ſpeak of Multitudes that 
lived in the middle and latter Ages of the Church. 


Tux ſecond Thing which I wou'd obſerve unto 
ou, is, that Learning was, in all Ages and Nations 

of the World, counted a neceflary Qualification for 
the Prieſthood, tho' you aſſert the contrary. 


Amons the Egyptians, a People famous for the 
great Antiquity of Vo Empire and their Arts, Learn- | 
ing and the Priefthood deſcended in the ſame Chan- 
nel; ſo that the Prieſts were the only Repoſitories 


of all their Learning, which did not conſiſt in the 


bare Knowledge of the various Rites and Ceremo- 
nies of their Religion, but was of a more extenſive 
alnd uſeful Nature; for they had three famous Uni- 
 verfities at Memphis, Heliopolis, and Thebes, in Bs Bu 


(12) 

laſt of which, the great King Oſymandyas built a 
magnificent Library, which was the moſt antient in 
the World, and called Woxgs large, Or 4 Repofe- 
tory of Medicines for the Soul; and in thoſe Places 
they ſtudied and improved all the Parts of Phi- 
loſophy that were then known, their ſacred 
Books and Hieroglyphick Learning; they likewiſe 
made deep Reſearches into Antiquity, and compiled 
the Hiſtory of the various Revolutions and me- 
morable Actions that happen d in the World, 
which Accounts they carefully preſerved in the 
Archives of their Temples; and out of them 
Manetho, an Egyptian Prieſt, collected his Dyna- 
ſties; they alſo made great Proficiency in Geometry 
and Aſtronomy, and were the Inventors of many 
uſeful Arts, ſuch as Painting, Sculpture, and Archi- 
tecture; and ſo very famous were they, that the Sa- 
ges of other Countries repaired unto them for Know- 
ledge and Inſtruction, as Pythagoras, Plato, Lycur- 
gus, and Solon did, and many others of the greateſt 
Philoſophers and Law-givers of Greece. 


* 


Exxx in ſacred Writ, their Learning is ſpoken fo 
honourably of, that it ſeems to have been made the 
Standard of all humane Knowledge; for when the 
Wiſdom of Solomon is mentioned with the greateſt 


Advantage, it is ſet forth under this Character, J that * 


it excelled all the Wiſdom of Egypt; and in Com- 
mendation of Moſes, it is ſaid that he was learned 
in all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians; and, doubtleſs, 
it was his great Repute for Learning, which gore 


6 


JR i. 30. + 468 w. a3. 


iſe | 


( 13 ) 

Riſe to the Egyptian Tradition( which Foſephusmen- 
tions) * of his Nag been one of the Prieſts at He- 
liopolis; for among the Egyptians, Learning being pe- 
culiar to the Prieſts, they, for that Reaſon, ſaid he 
was one; tho', in all Probability, he came to the 
Knowledge of their Learning by his Education at 
Court, and his having been adopted by Pharaoh's 

Daughter. 226 OO 2 


Amons the Babylonians alſo, Learning was coun- 

ted the peculiar Qualification of their Priefls, or Chal- 
dæans, whom Belus, an Egyptian, inſtituted after the 
manner of his Country, and exempted from all 
publick Charges and Duties, by which Means they 
became very Kr for their Knowledge; and when 
Alexander the Great took Babylon, Calliſthenes the 
Philoſopher, carried from thence Aſtronomical Ob- 
ſervations of theirs for above 1903 Years back ward. 


Ix like Manner among the Perſſans, the Prieſts, 
Who in their Language were called Magi, deliver d 
their Learning ſucceſſively in their Families, which 
was not confin' d to the bare Study of their Theolo- 
gy and Religious Ceremonies, but to that of Mora- 
Tity, Hiſtory, and the Works and Powers of Nature; 


it was, alſo, Part of their Buſineſs to inſtruct the 


Children of their Kings and great Men, in all Parts 
of P hiloſophy, in the Ru of Juſtice, Temperance 
VVV 
Tux Grecians alſo, and the Romans, were ſo 
cautious whom they admitted to ſerve at the 3 

VVV 
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their Gods, that much Time and Study was required 
to qualify Perſons for it; and Plutarch, who was 
himſelf a Prieſt of Apollo, tells us, that at Athens 


there were ſacred Families, in which the Prieſthood 


was hereditary, that being fuppoſed the beſt Method 


to preſerve Knowledge and Learning among them, 
when the Fathers were to inſtruct the Seng | 


Evxn among the moſt barbarous Nations, whate- 
yer little Learning they had was preſerved by their 
Prieſts, as is any . 5 what we know of the 
Gymnoſophiſts and Brachmans among the Indians, 
and the Druides among the Gauls and Britons, 


Amoxs the Jews we find that God himſelf ap- 
p inted a particular Tribe to attend his Worſhip, 
and there was ſo much Care taken to qualifie them 
for it, that from their Infancy they were bred up 
under the Care of ſuch Prieſts, as being ſuperannuated 


and diſcharged from the Duties of their Function, 


were wholly employed in Inſtructing the young Le- 
vites in the Knowledge of the Law, until they were 
Twenty Years of Age, the Five following Years, they 
were employed in learning the ſeveral Rites and Ce- 
remonies of their Religion, the next Five they ſpent 
in performing {ome of thoſe Rites, and if they went 
with Approbation thus, thro' a Ten Years 'Tryal or 
Appreticeſhip and were found in other Reſpe&s duly 
Qualified, they were then conſecrated, and permit- 
ted to inſtru& the People and expound the Law un- 
to them; if not, they were ſet Nan! put to ſome 
meaner Imployment about the 
the Attendance which the Prieſts and Levites 
„ Rn wat} 


emple, for befides | 


E 

were bound to give at the Temple, and the pub- 
lick Service there; they were like wiſe obliged to 
Study the Law, and inſtruct the People in it. And 
for this Reaſon they had Cities aſſign'd them in 
different Parts of the Land, that they might more 
eaſily obſerve the Manners of the People, and 
the People more eaſily have Recourle to them; and 
that this was an eſſential Part of the Duty of the 
| Prieſts and Levites, is evident from many Places 
of Scripture, in Leviticus x. 11. They are com- 
manded, to teach the Children of Iſrael all the 
Statutes, which the Lord had ſpoken unto them by 
the Hand of Moles, and elſewhere, * it is ſaid, 7 hey 
ſhall teach Jacob thy Statutes and Iſrael thy Law, 
and, the Prophet Malachi lays, | The Prieft's Lips 
ſhould keep Knowledge, and they fhould ſeek the 
Law at his Mouth; for he is the Meſſenger of 
the Lord of Hoſts. But as they grew careleſs and 
ignorant of this Part of their Duty, we find the 
* ſeverely 8 againſt them in leve- 
ral Places, thus the ** Iſaiah ſays, I His 
Watchmen are blind; they are all ignorant, they 

are all dumb Dogs that cannot bark, they are 
Shepherds that cannot underſtand. And God him- 
Cart ſays, J My People are N for lack of Ruow- 
Hedge : becauſe thou haſt rejected Knowledge, I will 

: pr. reje# thee, that thou you be #0 Prieft to 
me, ſeeing thou haſt forgot the Law of thy God, 
will alſo forget thy Children. 


Treks 


* 


„ Deut. xxxiii. 10. + Mal, eb. ii. ver 7. I. Ifaiah ch. Ivi. 
ver. 10, IT, JJ 


 'Tazns were alſo from the Time of Samuel, 
if not before, ſeveral Schools or Colleges of 
Prophets, where Perſons were educated and in- 
ſtrucced in the Knowledge of the Law, and 
the Study of Divine Matters, hence in Scripture 
we often meet with an Account of the Sons of 
the Prophets, that is, of the Diſciples or Scholars 
of the Prophets, and their Bufineſs was to take par- 
ticular Care of the Spiritual Part of the Worſhip of 
God, to inſtru& the People on Solemn Feſtivals, 
and to bleſs their Sacrifices on high Places, during 
the Captivity or uncertain Abode of the Ark. 


SauvzlL himſelf was Prefident of the College at 
Maiot h, as appears from theſe Words, They ſaw the 
Company of Prophets prophecying, and Samuel ſtand- 
ing as appointed over them. And from his Time until 
that of David, Prophets were Prefidents over theſe 


Schools, ſuch were Helcana, Gad, Nathan, He- 


man and Feduthun. And from theſe Schools of 
the Prophets, it was God's ordinary Method to 
call thoſe Perſons whom he employed in the Diſ- 
charge of the Propherical Office, their Education 
in their Colleges having a 'Tendency towards fit- 
ting them for it, their only Imployment there be- 


ing to improve themſelves in Knowledge and Piet, 


by which means all Prejudices againit them were 
removed in thoſe Perſons to whom they were ſent, 
tor nothing can give Men a greater Averſion to 


1 God's . 


God's Meſſengers than to find them ignorant or 
vicious Men. 


Tus both the Heathens and Jews, thought 
Learning a neceſſary Qualification for the Prieſt- 
hood, and the Chriſtians always thought ſo too. 

The Apoſtles and other firſt Preachers of Chriſti- 

-anity, were not only for a long Time bred up 

under the Divine Inſtructions of our Saviour him- 
ſelf, but the Almighty was pleaſed to ſupply all De- 
fects of Humane Literature in them, by the extra- 
ordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which continu- 
ed for a conſiderable Time in the Church; and 


St. Paul, who was bred up at Gamaliel's Feet, = 


and greatly skilled in the Knowledge of the Law, 
was on Account of his Excellent Learning and 
Abilities, ſtiled a * choſen Fe! of the Lord, td 
bear his Name before the Gentiles and Kings and 
Children of Iſrael, which he did with amazing Suc- 
ceſs, upon all Occafions, proving and defending 
Chriſtianity with the utmoſt Force of Reaſon and 
Eloquence. And by this Great Apoſtle, both Titus 
and Timothy were a long Time inſtrutted, tho the 
Former before his Converſion had an Education 
uitable to his noble Birth, and the latter is ſaid 
f from a Child to have known the Scriptures; a 
glorious Commendation indeed, of one who was a 


ſiniſter of Chriſt ! under the fame inſpired and 


| learned Præceptor, Dionyſius the Areopagite and firſt 


| Biſhop of Athens was inſtructed, and Having be: 
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fore that been bred up in all the Learning of 
Greece, and ſtudied long in ÆAxgypt, he was well 
qualified for that important Charge. J 


Cxxurxxs Rowmanvs was a Diſciple of St. Peter's, 
and was by him on Account of his great Abilities 
and Learning made Biſhop of Rome. St. Ignatius 
and Polycarp were Fellow Pupils under St. Fohn, 
and how greatly they profited their Writings ſuffi- 
ciently ſhew. St. ©uadratus whom the Greeks 
called de vu, On Account of his great Lear- 
ning, was likewiſe a Diſciple of St. John's and vre- 
ferred to the See of Athens; St. Irencus was 
educated in all the Studies of Phyloſophy and 
5 Humane Learning, whereby he was prepared to be 
an uſeful Inſtrument in the Church; his firſt In- 
ſtitution in Chriſtianity was under Papias Biſhop 
Of Hieropolis, who had himſelf been inſtructed b 
the Apoſtles and their Followers; and theſe In= | 
0 ſtances may ſuffice to ſhew What extraordinarß 
. 5 Care, theſe Holy Men took of the Inſtruction of 
| thoſe who were defign'd for the Miniſtry, and 
_ their Example was S lowed by their 8 - 
| Who admitted none into Holy Orders, but Perfons 
who by their Education were duly qualified for 
them, and that this might be the more effeQually 
done, Seminaries of Learning were founded in ſe- 
veral Places, ſuch was the famous Catechetick 
School or College of Alexandria, where many | 
eminent and learned Divines were educated; St. 
Ferome deduces the Antiquity of it from St. Mark, 
the firſt Planter of Chriſtianity there, and _ 


(19 ) 
of the Place, and Euſebius ſays, that it was i GN 
:9& of very Antient Cuſtom, and that there wes 
a conſtant Succeſſion of Catechiſts in it, down to 
his Time; Pantæus, a Perſon incomparably fur- 
niſhed with all Divine and ſecular Learning, was 
one of the firſt, he was ſucceeded by his Diſciple 
Clemens Alexandrinus, a Man of exceeding great 
Abilities and Knowledge, as his Stromata, wherein 
are Treaſures of all Kinds of Learning, ſufficiently 
prove, and he likewiſe was ſucceeded by his Pupil 

the celebrated Origin, called Adamantius from 
the great Strength of Reaſon wherewith he argued, 
and his Books againſt Celſus alone, fully ſhew his 
incomparable Learning and Knowledge, not to ſay 
any thing of his great Skill in Hebrew and other 
Things. Thus one Great Man ſtill ſucceeded ano- 
ther in the Regency of this Eccleſiaſtical School; 
and it is eaſy to imagine what great Proficiency 
young Students in Divinity muſt have made un- 
der ; E__ASC. CEE: 

Bsrsipzs, there were at Alexandria (that noted 
ſtaple Place of Learning) other Academies of Hu- 
mane Literature, where there were Profeſſors of 
all Arts and Sciences, by whom theſe Students pro- 
fited, as well as by that famous Library called the 


Muſæum, in which it is ſaid, that there were ſeven 


hundred thouſand Volumes, before Part of it was 
burnt in Cæſar's Wars againſt the Alexandrians. 


Bxsloks, from the Time that Churches began 
do be erected among Chriſtians, there were Libra. 
ries belonging unto them. Alexander Biſhop of 


. Feruſalem in the third Century, built a Library for 


7 the 


(29). 
the Service of that Church, where Euſebius tell 
us, he found the beſt part of his Materials to com- 
pole his Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, and not to mention 
others, the famous Liberary of St. Sophia, con- 
tain'd no leſs than 100000 Books, and 100020 in 


the Reign of Baſilicus and Zenga. 


Tnenx were alſo Schools, or Colleges, built near 
every Church, where young Perſons were educated 
for the Miniſtry, under the Care of the Biſhop and 
Presbyters, but particularly of the Magiſter Diſci- 
plinæ, whoſe Buſineſs was to form their Morals, and 
inſtruct them in ſuch Studies as might beſt qualify 
them for it; and in theſe Schools they were obliged 
carefully to ſtudy the holy Scriptures, and to 118 
themſelves well acquainted with the Fundamentals 
of Religion, the Hiſtory, Laws, and Diſcipline of 
the Church, and every other Branch of Learning 
that could be of Service to them in the Study of Di- 
vinity: Beſides, the primitive Church made uſe of this 
excellent Precaution, that by her Laws no Perſon or- 
dinarily cou d be ordained but in the Church where 
he was bred, and perſonally known, that his Manners 


and Learning might be more ſtrictly enquired into, : 


and his Prudence to govern, as well as his Ability to 
inſtruct the People committed to his Charge, expe- 
rienced; and by this Method it was ſcarce poſſible 

for any unfit or ignorant Perſon to be admitted into 
holy Orders, unleſs the Biſhop and whole Church 
| combined, which was hardly ever known to happen. 
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Bor when Kings, and other great Men, became 
Converts to Chriſtianity, this Method of Education 

was changed into that of Colleges and Univerſities, 
which they founded in different Parts of the World, 
and granted them many conſiderable Endowments 
and Privileges, for the greater Encouragement of 


Learning among the Pay 4 but as theſe Societies 


became regardleſs of the End for which they were 


Ignorance; but as 


defigned, and Learning every where decayed, it is 
well known how much the Truth and Purity of Re- 


ligion ſuffered by it; for all thoſe Errors, and that 
9 95 * Superſtition for which the Church of Rome is 


ſo juſtly condemned, crept into it during thoſe Cen- 
turies of Darkneſs, when almoſt the whole Body of 
the Chriſtian Clergy ſunk into the moſt profound 

* began to revive, ſo did 
true Religion too, and wherever the Clergy were 
moſt knowing, there the Reformation gained moſt 
Ground; this every Body knows to be true, of thoſe 


of England in particular, which about that Time 
produced a Cranmer, a Ridley, a Fewel anda Parker, 

and many other eminent Divines, whoſe ſucceſsful 

Attempts in promoting the Reformation, were ad- 


vanced and improved by a Succeſſion of as learned 


Fame. 


e wer Men as, perhaps the Chriſtian Church ever 
produced; among whoſe Names that of the 175 
Archbiſhop Uſer ſtands foremoſt in the Liſt of 


, 


| And if Learning in the | Clergy be thus requiſite 


. 


do guard 25 Superſtition on one Hand, ſurely it 


is no leſs ſo to guard againſt Infidelity on the other, 


Which, like a Plague, is daily ſpreading its Infection 


622) 
among all Sorts and Ranks of People, there having 


erted all their Skill to deprave Mens Motals, N x 


to an ignorant or a vicious Perſon, to think that what 


his Miniſter tells him is but Prieſtcraft and Impofi- 5 


living Divines, whoſe Names are too well known to 


© © 3. © 7 B * 


Ik then it be a Matter of any Conſequence to pre- 
ſerve Men from the two fatal Erream: of Superſti- 
tion and Infidelity, into which they are ſo apt to 
tun; for Religion, f as Plutarch ſays, * is ſurround- 
ed with two Rocks, equally dangerous to Man and 
© 1njurious to the Deity, namely, 33 and Super- 

* ſtition; the one by an Affectation of a ſuperior 
_ © Underſtanding, believes nothing - the other . 10 
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I De ſuperſiit. p. 169, 171. 


(2) 
a a blind Weakneſs, believes every thing. Timpiety 
to ſhake off the Yoke and Fear that beds pic 
© Conſtraint, denies that there are any Gods, and 
© Superſtition to calm it's Terrors and Apprehenfiqns, 
* forges Gods en to it's Caprice and Diſpoſi- 
* tion. If, I ſay, it be a Matter of any Moment, amid'ſt 
a vaſt Variety of Oer concerning religious Mat- 
ters, to direct the Ignorant in the right Way, to 
guard againſt Infidelity and Superſtition, and to in- 
ſtru& Men in the ſeveral Parts of their Duty to- 
wards God, their Neighbours and themſelves; and 
if the more Learning and Knowledge any Clergy- 
man has, the better qualified he is to diſcharge this 
Part of his Duty, and to ſerve the Church or 
State, if he ſhould be call'd upon to do it, 


| T Hops you will judge more favourably of the 
Learning requiſite for the Prieſthood, and that you 
will not think every little Pretender to Latin ſuffi- 
ciently qualified for it, nor countenance ſuch Perſons 
when they apply unto you; and that you will eſtem 
St. Pauls Directions to Timothy worth taking No- 
tice of, * that theſe Things which. he had heard of 
im amons many Witneſſes, the ſame he would com- 
mit to faithful Mau, who ſpou d be able to teach 
others alſo. " „„ 


Ap whilſt this Precept is/follow'd, to which I 
am perſuaded there are but very few Excepti- 


— 


AS 6. 

ons, we ſhall be always bleſt with a Set of Men, 
who (to uſe the Words of our excellent Primate in 
his late Charge) * ſhall be able to promote the Salya- 
tion of thoſe. committed to their Care, by opening 
their Eyes, and turning them from Darkneſs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan to God, that 
they may receive Fotgiveneſs of their Sins, and an 
Inheritance among them which are ſan&ified by 


. 1 © the Faith that is in Chriſt Feſus. 
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